PREFACE. 


Tue Devt Gita, in common with the Bhaguad Gita, 
Yama Gita, Uttare Gta and Gura Gitas, etc., belongs 
to that class of metapRysic&isdisquisitions, which the 
development of Vedantism was necessasitated to 
compose for the wider propagation of its doctrines 
among the masses. Although forming an integral 
part of one of the most orthodox scriptures of the 
Tantriks, (urs., the Mahabhagatam), the Devi Gita 
may be shortly described asa Vedantic catechism in 
disguise, of at least that portion of the Vedanttc 
philosophy, as is not apparently incompatible with 
the dualistic nature of the Tantrik's conception of 
the First Cause. 

Tantrikism, with its mysticism and many apparently 
obscene rites, has been given a bad name alike by 
the 1%ity and secular students of its literature who 
stand outside the pale of its initiated votaries. The 
general consensus of learned opinions in the west 
tends to depict her as a degenerate product of an 
inebriate Buddhist monkhood, and as @hus marking 
the beginning of the Dark age of Indian thought. 

Time and space would not permit us to enter into 
a lengthy disquisition on the subject. It will suffice 
us to say that the Doctrines of ghe Tantra have 
been reflected more than many times in the Hymns 
of the Rig-Veda; and the Suktas, relating the dis- 
course between the holy Agastya and his saintly 
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spouse (Lopamudra), give countenance to the esoteric 
Kauladharma, the body of Tantrik doctrines to 
which exception is largely taken by the modern 
uninitiates. pe 

It is not degeneraf.t Béddhism, Since it i$ 
Tantra that practically brought about the death of 
that splendid religion in India. It is not the groan 
of a debauched and degenerate apostacy, rather it is 
the glad song of a new, intellectual dwan; since the — 
Tantrik Ayurveda {science of medicine) and the 
Chemistry of the Rasa-Siddhds inspire even now 
the wonder and unstinted praise of the whole civi- 
lised world. Buddhism was the song of the newly 
deified Humanity, jubilant over its freedom from pain 
and misery; Tantrikism proclaimed the divinity of . 
perfect femininity. It centred all perfection round the 
pedestal of love and woman—of woman, the mother 
of man, and hence of the moral universe, no Iditger 
in discord with the fullest evolution of his destiny, 
nor a force, any wise inimical to life or its perfect 
joy, but a torce, from which emanate the bliss and‘ 
fulness of exi$tence and which purifies life of all that 
is gross and dross. The Devs-Gita is a catechism of 
this kind of Tantrikism, and undoubtedly possesses a 
charm of its own. 


